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GRADUATE DEGREES
Nature and Purpose of Graduate Study
Graduate work consists of advanced study in focused or specialized 
programs. There are generally two components of graduate study: 
coursework and independent study, the latter often leading to a report, 
thesis, dissertation, or creative presentation. In some areas, internships, 
field studies, and other professional experiences may also be an 
integral part of the program. The proportion of each type of study varies 
according to the previous training of the student and the nature of the 
major area.

The objective of graduate study is to develop intellectual depth and to 
provide the specialized training necessary to a career in teaching, in 
research, or in the professions. Emphasis is placed on the knowledge, 
methods, and skills needed for scholarly teaching, original research and 
problem solving, intellectual leadership, creative expression, and other 
modes of achievement in the student’s discipline.


